
  

 

Readers’ Favorite - Book Review by Stacie Haas 5/21/18: 4 out of 5 stars! 

Fortune Cookie Surprise! by Jacqueline Prata is the story of a young girl named Emily 

who is on her way to one of her favorite activities: eating Chinese food with her family. 

The addition of Chinese food at their favorite restaurant makes everyday life extra special, 

especially when there’s something to celebrate. Emily’s favorite part comes after the meal 

when the dessert of fortune cookies is served. Emily loves the light-hearted and sometimes 

profound messages to be found therein. As she and her family laugh together at the 

messages the cookies deliver, Emily realizes that she is like a fortune cookie—she’s the 

finishing touch to their family as the fortune cookies are to their special meal. She also 

sees how children everywhere are like fortune cookies—each one unique and having a 

special message of their own for the world.   

Fortune Cookie Surprise! is a delightful story written by fifteen-year-old author and 

illustrator Jacqueline Prata. The message of the story is right on and the comparison 

between Emily and a fortune cookie—as well as the comparison of the cookies to other 

children—is clear and understandable and certainly has the potential to touch the hearts 

and minds of other young readers, and remind them that they are unique and possess 

extraordinary gifts worth sharing. The importance of the story is greatly enhanced and, in 

fact, celebrated through the attractive, absorbing, and adorable illustrations done by Ms. 

Prata. The story comes to life through her vivid illustrations, which perfectly match the 

story’s upbeat and delightful tone. Kudos to Ms. Prata for writing and illustrating such a 

wonderful story. Her talent is obvious and is certainly a gift to young readers!  
 


